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This year’s Hickory Smoked Music Festival takes place 
July 30th from 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and  features 
not one but two great headliners of wide renown in the 
blues field: Michael Burks and Big Bill Morganfield. 

Guitarist/vocalist/songwriter Mi-
chael “Iron Man” Burks stands tall 
as a major contemporary blues 
figure. With a nickname earned 
by his intensely physical perform-
ances, fearsome guitar attack, 
tough, smoky vocals,  Burks is a 
modern blues hero. Nobody in 

today’s blues world successfully bridges searing electric 
guitar blues with unbridled rock n roll energy like Burks.  

Big Bill Morganfield is the son of 
the legendary bluesman Muddy 
Waters. Morganfield has blazed 
a trail that his father would be 
extremely proud of. "The apple 
don't fall far from the tree," has 
been said many times by many 
folks after attending a Big Bill 
Morganfield concert.  

After seeing one of his live concerts, I'm sure you will 
agree that Big Bill is the real deal. 

TCCA has lined up some other great talent as well: 

Carolyn Kelly and the Roosevelt Dean Band 

Pete Panek & The Blue Cats 

Meridian Voice featuring Randy McStine 

Making the Band 

Hi-Way Fruit Market.  

Wine and beer will be available from the American Le-
gion, and the Elks, Poorman’s and Lupo’s will offer food. 
Come early and plan to spend the day! Gates open at 
12:30 p.m. 

Advance tickets are $15, day-of-event tickets at the gate 
are $20. Tickets are available at select Visions Credit Un-
ion Branches, Owego Price Chopper, John’s Fine Foods, 
select Chemung Canal Trust Co. locations, and at the 
TCCA offices at 179 Front St. in Owego. 

Once again, TCCA is proud to have Visions Federal Credit 
Union as the major sponsor for the festival. Owego Price 
Chopper and the Owego Pennysaver are again providing 
additional support 

Folk Arts Series: Join us June 4th, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. for a workshop in willow weaving. You’ll build a 
five-foot high Pea Cage trellis for garden climbers and 
learn about the various uses of willow. Instructor Bon-
nie Gale, an expert willow artist and instructor, will pre-
sent this fun and productive workshop.  

The workshop will be held at the Bement Billings Mu-
seum, one mile north of the traffic light in NV. Bring 
pruning shears, loppers, yardstick, gardening gloves, 
and a kneeling mat or wheelie cart, and picnic lunch. 
Call 607-642-5412 to reserve your spot. The cost is $60 
or $58 for NVHS members. 

Depot Friday Nights: 

June 10th at 7:00 p.m. Rick Marsi presents Birds!, eye-
catching information from more than 30 years of bird 
watching and photography. Learn how to identify 
hawks, owls, herons, and popular backyard songbirds. 

June 17th at 7:00 p.m. wŜǇǊƛǎŜ слΩǎ brings you the fabu-
lous sound that defined a generation of music. Gary 
Ingraham, Phil Guidici, Bob Greaves, Mike Samsonic and 
Kevin Ferris perform songs of the '60s. 

June 24th at 7:00 p.m. The Horseshoe Lounge Playboys 
5-piece band creates powerful vocals backed by guitar, 
mandolin, fiddle, acoustic bass, and drums: “acoustic 
backwoods Americana rocking roots” music. 

These events are held at the Depot Museum off Whig 
Street and are free. This project is made possible, in 
part, with public funds from the NYS Council on the Arts 
(a state agency) Decentralization Program, adminis-
tered by the Arts Council of the Southern Finger Lakes. 

or Current Resident 

Mark your calendars: June 17th & 18th in downtown 
Owego. This year's theme is "Strawberryville! Owego, 
NY!" It's the 31st year of the Strawberry Festival, the 
Southern Tier's granddaddy signature festival, an event 
filled with entertainment, food, artisans, parade, straw-
berry shortcakes, wine tasting, FUN and everything else 
strawberries.  

Friday night features a block party from 5:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. featuring the third Fri-
day Art Walk, a strawberry pie con-
test, wine tasting, the 8th annual 
pig roast, a rock climbing wall and 
lots of entertainment including 
MTB, the Dixie Cats, Freaks of the 
Forest, Spelunkers, and Four Eye 
Band. Fireworks are at 10:00 p.m.! 

All day Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. there will 
be lots more fun things: a gigantic parade at 10:00 a.m., 
wine tasting all day, and many more bands and street 
entertainers. Plus there will be food vendors, and 
craftspeople and artisans offering their wares. And at 
4:00 p.m., don’t miss the Duck Derby race from the 
Court Street bridge. 

For much more information about the festival go to 
www.owegostrawberryfestival.com 

Tioga County Council on the Arts is proud to announce 
that the ducklings have hatched and are learning to 
swim for our  Rubber Duck Derby on Saturday, June 
18th at 4:00 p.m. during Owego’s Strawberry Festival!  

Flock to the bridge and watch 
your adopted rubber ducky take a 
“Swan Dive”! The first ducky to 
reach the museum wins his adop-
tive parent $100! The next two 
duckies win $50each and the next 
five duckies win $25 each!  

You may adopt a single duck for $5, a flock of five for 
$20, or a six quack for $25.  

Contact TCCA at 687-0785 for pre-sale ducks or pur-
chase them from a member of the Owego-Apalachin 
Swim Team. Ducks will also be available for purchase at 
the TCCA booth at 179 Front St. during the Strawberry 
Festival on June 18th.  

The Duck Derby is a fundraiser for the Owego-Apalachin 
Swim Team and the Tioga County Council on the Arts.  

The annual Concerts in the Park series begins Wed., 
June 29th at 7:30 p.m. at Hickories Park in Owego. This 
first concert features the Kirby Band of Nichols, one of 
the oldest continuously performing concert bands in 
America. It has performed annually since 1876, and 
comprises volunteers from all around the Southern Tier 
and Northern Pennsylvania. It’s repertoire ranges from 

Joplin to Sousa, from big bands to 
the big screen, from the early 
1900's through the new millen-
nium—there is something for all 
music enthusiasts. Following the 
concert at dark there will be a 
grand fireworks display! 

Each concert is free, however free-will donations are 
always welcome. Bring your lawn chairs and a picnic 
dinner, and sit back to enjoy some fine music. The 
Owego Elks Lodge #1039 will have a concession stand 
offering hot dogs, burgers, soft drinks, etc., and there 
will also be a 50-50 drawing. The rest of the lineup for 
this year’s series: 

July 6th at 7:00 p.m.τRockabilly Rays (50s Rock) 

July 13th at 7:00 p.m.τSwing Street Jazztet (Jazz) 

July 20th at 7:00 p.m.τFour Eye Band  

July 27th at 7:00 p.m.τString of Pearls 

August 3rd at 7:00 p.m.τTriple Play with Alice Detrick 
(Country) 

Concerts in the Park are made possible in part through 
generous funding from the Town of Owego. 

“I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my 
imagination. Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encir-
cles the world.”  — Albert Einstein 
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FOCUS on the Arts is published monthly by the Tioga County 

Council on the Arts, 179 Front Street, Owego, NY 13827.  
Phone: (607) 687-0785 Fax: (607) 687-3186.  

Established in 1976. 
 

TCCA is a member of the New York Council of Non-Profits. 
FOCUS funding is provided, in part, by the Tioga County Sen-
ior Citizens Foundation, State Assemblyman Gary D. Finch, 

the New York State Council on the Arts  (a state agency), and 
the Cooper Foundation. Thank you!  

FOCUS deadline is the 15th of the month 

prior to the publication month. Articles 

are subject to TCCA approval and editing. 

Get your FOCUS delivered electronically! 

For those who prefer, you may now receive the Focus by e-

mail. However, if you don’t contact us, you will continue to 

receive your newsletter by regular mail. To change your sub-

scription, notify us at tiogaartscouncil@stny.rr.com 

A major reason for Owego’s small town charm is its 
unique shops and art galleries!  Visit the following 

galleries and businesses on the evening of  
June 17th from 5:00 to 8:00! 

Anything Artistic, 173 Front St., 738-0994. 

John Pidcoe and Tiffany Hansen, different mediums. 

!ǊǘƛǎŀƴΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴƘƻǳǎŜΣ пн [ŀƪŜ {ǘΦΣ 687-9242.  

Cat Cavaliero, watercolors. 

Black Cat Gallery, 179 Front St., 761-5278. 

Katie Campbell, drawings, paintings and prints, as 

well as greeting cards. 

East of the Sun, West of the Moon, 206 Front St., 

687-6305. Louise Woodard, watercolor paintings; 

Sharon Webb and Bob Merwin, acrylic paintings. 

French Alley, 35 1/2 Lake St., 687-0757. 

Maggy Pierre Pellisier Gregoire, watercolor and oil 

paintings. A portion of sales receipts will go to Japa-

nese earthquake/tsunami victims. 

CǳŘŘȅ 5ǳŘŘȅΩǎΣ нт [ŀƪŜ {ǘΦΣ 687-3834. 

Lisa McQueeny, photography. 

Gallery Forty-one, 41 Lake St., 687-2876. 

Fine arts and crafts. 

The Goat Boy, 175 Front St., 687-2042. 

Robert Och, photography. 

The Goat Boy Coffee Bar, 177 Front St., 687-2042. 

Jan Peterson, embossing. 

Jennifer Burch, Psychic Readings, 37 Lake Street, 2nd 

Floor, 644-6822. Renee Allen Roma, photography. 

YŀǘƛŜΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ мфп CǊƻƴǘ {ǘΦΣ 687-7411. 

Carol Sunderwirth, photography. 

Lake Street Studios. 42 Lake St., 2nd Floor, 687-9242. 

Bob Merwin, Gary Watson, Pat Gause. 

Owego Town Hall. Route 434, 687-2194. 

Jim Malone, photography. 

Riverow Bookshop, 187 Front St., 687-4094. 

Tim Loso, oil paintings.  

The Rose Petal, 241 Front St., 687-1793. 

Kathy Place, "Flowers in Bloom” photography. 

Sweet Valley Chocolates and Bakery, 195 Main St., 

223-4238. Ray Hunt, photography. 

Van Horn Jewelers, 31 Lake St., 687-3960.  

Michael Husted, mixed-media paintings. 

For your entertainment, there will be a musical per-
formance, “An Evening with the Valley Four Men’s 
Quartet,”  at the Tioga County Historical Museum, 
110 Front St. from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Call for Crafters & ArtistsτCrafts on the Green and 
Art Show at Newark Valley Days, Sat. August 13th. 
For more information call Dennis Carlin At 607-642-
9552, or email dscarlin@frontier.net 

Artists Consignments wanted at the Susquehanna 
River Archaeological Center’s Gift Shop in Waverly. 
Terms are reasonable at 70/30 and the venue offers 
great exposure. Call Deb Twigg at 607-727-3111. 

Photography Lessons. Alexa Studios and Robert Och 
Photography offer lessons for either the beginner and 
advanced photographer, or anyone wishing to ex-
pand their creativity. Visit www.alexastudios.net/
lessons.htm for more info, or call  607-239-8719. 

Music Lessons. Wendy Stafford of Vestal, an accom-
plished flautist, is offering lessons on flute for all 
ages. Call 774-275-0321 for more information. 

Painting classes. For children and adults taught by 
Bob Merwin. Instruction in Acrylics for Adults is 
Thursdays and after-school for children. For more 
info call Bob Merwin at 607-239-0401.  

Art Classes. Windsor Whip Works is offering classes 
in oils and water colors this summer. Call Johanne 
Pesce at 516-509-0099 if interested, or go to 
www.whipworksartgallery.org. 

Guitar Jam and Drum Circle at Big Tent Cultural Cen-
ter in Whitney Point. Guitar jam on 6/18 from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. All  types of acoustic string instru-
ments are OK. Open drum circle on 6/26 from 8:00 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. for hand drumming and percussion 
instruments. $2 min. donation required. Call  607-692
-2005 or go to www.bigtentculturalcenter.com. 

Gallery Forty-One at 41 Lake St. in 
Owego has perfect gifts for dads and 
grads, for brides and grooms and wed-
ding parties, or for any other June begin-

nings. It offers the natural beauty of fine wood, an artis-
tic picture of a rare or common flower, a frog, a green 
mountain trail, or a winding road. Hypertufa pots and 
planters are an attractive alternative to concrete and 
stone, and you can special-order pottery to match your 
décor. Lost art media such as hand-cut silhouettes, 
framed adaptations of antique rugs or mats, and col-
lages depicting the cyclical passage of seasons, may call 
you to look a little deeper and longer.  

The gallery’s fine art jewelry offerings in many tech-
niques and designs are eclectic. You’ll find gifts made of 
silver, copper, brass, dichotic glass, and often enameled 
or paired with semi-precious stones and gem-
stones. There are hand-decorated silk scarves, paintings 
and other fascinating art for your walls, plus beautiful, 
fun, and fanciful greeting cards, and much more! 

Gallery Forty-One is always looking for new artists. Its 
spacious showroom can easily accommodate your art. 
Owners Jerry and Diane Arbes work with you to display 
your work and enhance its beauty and appeal to the 
public. Call 687-2876 or 972-4580 for more information 
or to obtain an application, or stop by the gallery. 

New Summer Hours: Visit Gallery Forty-One Wednes-
days through Saturdays from 11 – 6, and Sundays 12 – 
4. Don't forget third Friday ArtWalk, June 17th (open 11 
– 8) as we kick off Owego's Strawberry Festival! 

Quilt Show: Quilts modeled after sanitary quilts and 
other Civil War Era designs are 
needed for the Tioga County 
Historical Society’s Annual Quilt 
Show to be held from Aug.27th 
thru Oct. 22! Request a registra-
tion form at the museum at 110 
Front Street, Owego, or call 607-
687-2460. Or visit its webpage at 

www.tiogahistory.org. Submissions are due  between 
Aug. 9th and Aug. 20th.  

Youth Architectural Program: To be held June 11th 
from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., this program will explore 
building style and color and will teach children ages 6 
to 12 how to identify different architectural styles of 
local buildings. Children can explore photographs of 
local architecture, rebuild these styles with blocks, and 
color house forms to match Victorian color schemes 
used in the late 1800’s. If interested, call 687-2460 or 
email museum@tiogahistory.org.  Free to the public, 
thanks to a Preserve America Grant.  

Book Signing: On June 18th, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
come meet local authors: Emma Sedore - History of 
Town of Owego; Carol Henry - History of Town of Can-
dor; R. W. White -  Yours Truly CP Avery; Ray Hunt - 
Histories of Berkshire; Deb Twigg - History of Spanish 
Hill; and Joan Hunt and Linda Williams - History of Ti-
oga County Schools. Authors will sign books, answer 
questions, and talk about their recent works. 

Mello-Dears Exhibit 
Opens: The Mello-Dears 
All-Girl Drum and Bugle 
Corps is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary! A trib-
ute exhibit at the mu-
seum is set to run from 
May 28th to  early fall, 
featuring uniforms, in-
struments, photographs, trophies, programs, etc. A 
reception will be held on the afternoon of June 18th. 

The Black Cat Gallery, located at 179 
Front Street, in historic Owego, NY, will 

feature the artwork of Katie Campbell for the month of 
June. Katie’s illustrations are typically narrative, in-
spired by books, na-
ture, and traveling. 
They will include 
drawings, paintings, 
and prints. She also 
creates unique 
greeting cards based 
on her drawings, and 
handspun wool yarn. Katie is a recent graduate of 
Marywood University, and also studied at Studio Art 
Centers International in Florence, Italy. 

Come meet Katie and see her work at Owego’s 3rd Fri-
day Art Walk, on Friday night, June 17th, from 5:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Black Cat Gallery. The Black Cat 
offers constantly changing work including visual art, 
textiles, jewelry, wood, pottery and more in its beauti-
ful Front Street location. Find something locally hand-
crafted among the many unique items in the shop. 

The Black Cat is always interested in talented artists to 
join their group. Its purpose is to help artists become 
more visible in the community, while growing creatively 
and economically in a beautiful, centrally located art 
space.  

TCCA is saddened by the passing 
on May 3rd of devoted sup-
porter and Board Member Gae 
Crosby. Gae was a truly amazing 
person who gave so much to the 
community through her enthusi-
asm and can-do attitude. She 
worked tirelessly with seemingly 

boundless energy in support of so many community 
projects. She played a key role in the Special Olympics 
program for the past twenty years, led the Tioga County 
Historical Society board for several terms (where she 
conceived and implemented the long-standing "O Tan-
nenbaum" fundraiser), and joined the TCCA board last 
year. In her short time with TCCA, Gae orchestrated last 
year's wildly successful basket raffle fundraiser and was 
in the process of designing new projects for this year. It 
was a joy and an honor to work with such a talented 
and caring person. We will miss her very much as we're 
sure will the many other organizations with which she 
was involved.  

ƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽƽ  



Binghamton, NY 
www.knowtheatre.org 

Fri., June 3rd thru Sun., June 19th. Frankie and Johnny 
in the Claire de Lune, by Terence McNally. Johnny is 
convinced he loves Frankie, but she has had more dis-
appointments than delights in her life. Yet out of their 
sometimes touching, sometimes hilarious interplay the 
promise of a relationship begins to emerge. Call 607-
724-4341 for more information, or go to 
www.knowtheatre.org. 

On Father’s Day, June 19th from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at the Owego Elks Lodge, the Charles H. Bassett Youth 
Foundation is hosting its 16th annual Community Good 
Guy Breakfast. This is in partnership with Owego Elks 
Lodge, Owego-Apalachin Dollars for Scholars, OFA Key 
and Interact Clubs and Boys Basketball Team, the 
Foundation's Community Advisory Committee, and 
other community volunteers. The Breakfast honors 
"Good Guy" businesses, individuals and organizations 
which promote the health and well being of children, 
youth and families in Tioga County.  

Sat., June 11, 2:00 p.m. Rick Pedro’s Patriotic Ragtime 
Flag Day Celebration. 

Mon., June 13 & 27, 7:00 p.m. Jazz Jam featuring a 
plethora of talented local jazz musicians. June 21st 
event will also feature an $11,000 raffle drawing and a 
silent auction of  artwork. 

Sat., June 19, 2:00 p.m. Father’s Day Jazz Potpourri 
featuring Al Hamme and the Music Unlimited Little Big 
Band, with vocalist Colleen Pratt. 

 607-772-2404 ext. 1 

 www.goodwilltheatre.net 

 36-38 Willow Street 

 Johnson City, NY 

2 South Nanticoke Ave., Endicott, NY 

Phone: (607) 748-7363 

Thu., June 2nd thru Sun., June 26th. The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, by Rachel Sheinkin. 
“Outrageously funny”—The New York Times. “A win-
ning experience for everyone!”—USA Today. This Tony 
award-winning musical celebrates six wacky misfits 
who, with steely ambition, are trying to win the spell-
ing bee championship of a lifetime, overseen by adults 
who barely managed to escape childhood themselves.  
Call (607)748-7363 for tickets or go to 
www.cidermillplayhouse.com. 

Tioga County Tourism announces its eighth season of 
themed Saturday bus and walking tours. Cost of the 
tour is $12 per person or $10 for seniors.  The tour bus 
will depart from the 
Tioga County Visitor’s 
Center at 80 North 
Avenue, Owego, or the 
Tioga County Historical 
Society museum, 110 
Front Street, Owego 
(depending on the 
theme). Reservations for the tour can be made by call-
ing 1-800-671-7772. 

Sat., June 4, 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Legends and 
Tales of Mayhem & Mishaps – Bus Tour. Interesting, 
comical, unusual, strange, odd and scary – enthralling 
stories of the past, places of interest, murder and may-
hem from Tioga’s past and present. This tour begins at 
the Tioga County Historical Society museum. 

{ŀǘΦΣ WǳƴŜ ммΣ млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ мнΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ wƻƭƭƛƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
River ς Boat Tour. A wonderful way to relax via boat 
ride on Waterman Center’s “Susquehanna Shuttle” 
pontoon boat.  View eagle’s nests, river wildlife, Hiawa-
tha Island, and more.  Meet at the Marshland Road Riv-
erfront Park area. (This tour is $10 each - no senior dis-
count.  Weather permitting.)  

Sat., June 25, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., How Does His 
Garden Grow? - Bus Tour. The work of just one man, 
this is truly an amazing place. You’ll see a mill, a cov-
ered bridge, a gazebo, a delightful potting shed, an 
enormous stone sundial and numerous gardens with 
550 plant varieties. We’ll stop for lunch (on your own) 
at Davinci’s in Spencer.    

GLEE-PAC auditions for Grade 7-12 students on Jun. 9 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and Wee GLEE-PAC audi-
tions for Grades 2-6 students on Jun. 9 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Auditions will be American Idol style, so 
each student should be prepared to sing an excerpt 
from a song of their choosing. If accepted, students 
will rehearse musical selections from the hit TV show 
Glee for performance through-
out the region later this sum-
mer. Program cost is $150. 

Fri., Jun. 27th. Classes begin for 
Kids’ Summer Theatre Work-
shop.  The kids will perform “The 
Best of Disney,” in August. 

The EPAC Repertory Company is holding auditions for 
its annual “Shakespeare in the Parks” show.  This 
year’s play is The Tempest, and it will be performed in 
Endicott and Waverly in August.  Auditions are being 
held at the EPAC Theater as follows:  

Dancers  - Tues., Jun. 14th, 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
Sat., Jun. 18th, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Actors - Tues., Jun. 14th, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 
Sat., Jun. 18th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

For more info, go to www.endicottarts.com or call the 
theater at 607-785-8903. 

Come to Victory Hill Farm at  21 
Victory Hill Road in Richford on 
Sun., June 12th at 2:00 p.m. or 
4:00 p.m. to enjoy a plant walk. 
You’ll learn to identify wildflow-
ers, edible wild plants, and medicinal wild plants. Dona-
tions are accepted. Fri., June 3rd at 7:30 p.m., Sat., June 4th at 2:00 p.m. 

& 7:30 p.m., Sun., June 5th at 1:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. 
The smash hit Broadway musical, 
is coming to Binghamton for the 
first time! Based on the Academy 
Award-winning animated feature 
film, this eye-popping spectacle 
has won the hearts of over 35 
million people worldwide. This 
classic musical love story is filled 
with unforgettable characters, 
lavish sets and costumes, and 

dazzling production numbers. Call  800-745-3000 for 
tickets or go to the Veterans Memorial Arena box of-
fice. Or go to www.ticketmaster.com.  

The Eastern Reenactors Association is 
planning a Civil War reenactment at 
Rudin’s Farm on Gaskill Road in 
Owego. Tentative dates are July 29th 
through July 31st. This effort will 
need community support in the form 
of monies, advertising, supplies (e.g., 
water, straw, wood and rations), and 
volunteer support. If you can help in 

any way, call Melody Patterson at 603-972-3008 or 
Debbie Tate at 603-972-3216. 

Jewelry & Beading ClassτJune 4th, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Local lapidary Ellen Sisco is expert in working 
stone, mineral, gemstones, and other materials into 
decorative items. Supplies include beads and all acces-

sories to complete a necklace. 
Precious stones, glass beads 
and polished glass chips are 
among the items attendees 
can choose from. Fee for this 
two-hour beading class is $25. 
To the left are a few examples 
of the jewelry that can be 
made. For more information 
on programs at SRAC, send 
email to info@SRACenter.org 
or call 607-565-7960. 

Hiawatha Island by Emma SedoreτJune 7th from 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tioga County Historian Emma 
Sedore will share the wonderful history of Hiawatha 
Island, from farming to its flamboyant years, including 
a slide presentation of photos which will take you back 
in time. Admission is $6 for adults and $4 for SRAC 
members and students. 

The Heart of NY Porcelain Artists are holding a yard 
and art  book sale on  Fri., June 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. and Sat., June 11th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. This sale will benefit art educational seminars. 
Location is 614 Nelson Rd. (above the Oakdale Mall) in 
Johnson City. Questions? Call 607-748-7866. 

The Eighth Annual Binghamton Summer Percussion 
Camp will be held this summer at Mac Arthur Elemen-
tary in Binghamton on August 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th. Registrations are 
now being accepted for drummers 
and percussionists in Grades 5 
through 12. If interested, call 607-
7 6 2 - 8 2 2 9  o r  g o  t o 
www.bhssteelband.org  

Binghamton Youth Symphony. Auditions for the junior 
and senior orchestras will be held on June 5th at the 
Binghamton High School from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Go to www.binghamtonyouthsymphony.org or email 
bysoinfo@gmail.com for more information. 

Life Drawing Lessons. Windsor Whip Works is holding 
classes on Thursdays and Sundays in June. Five lessons 
for $60 (non-members) or $50 for members. Phone 
607-655-2370 or 516-509-0099 for more information. 

Auditions for SRO Productions fall show, "All Shook 
Up" are June 13th & 14th 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at The 
Dance Connection, 161 Castle Creek Road, Bingham-
ton. Call 607.722.2821 for info or an audition time. 

  



TCCA Membership Form  

Name:______________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________ 

City____________________ State _____Zip_______ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Membership Categories:  

 __ Gold Benefactor $1,000+    

 __ Benefactor  $500-$999             __ Family $50  

 __ Patron $200 - $499               __ Individual $25 

 __ Sponsor  $125-$199 

 __ Senior/Student$20  

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to: 
TCCA, 179 Front Street, Owego, NY 13827. Or, charge 
my membership to the following credit card:  

_________________________________Exp._______  

Signature: ___________________________________  

Rock Out Polio 

The Third Annual Rock Out Polio Concert will be held at the Owego Treadway 
Inn on Thursday, June 16th with doors opening at 5:00 p.m.  This concert is 
sponsored by the combined Owego and Newark Valley Interact Clubs to raise 
funds for Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign which seeks to eradicate polio 
from the world. The concert will feature a Battle of the Bands with the win-
ning prize being a gig at Tioga Trails in Owego.  Past Rock Out Polio Concerts 
have raised over $2,200.  Come listen to great music and support a great 
cause! 

Spring Happenings at Our Schools 

Owego: The annual OFA/OAMS Jazz on the Lawn Concert will be held on 
Tuesday, June 7th at 6 p.m.  On June 10th, the OAMS Talent Show will be held 
in the OAMS Theater.  And be sure to look for the OFA Band in the parade 
during Owego’s Strawberry Festival on June 18th, as well as OFA’s Making the 
Band at the Strawberry Festival Block Party on the evening of June 17th. 

Spencer-Van Etten (SVE): The High School Concert will be held at 7:00 p.m. on 
June 1st and the Middle School Concert will be held at 7:00 p.m. on June 
9th.  Both events will be in the High School auditorium. 

Newark Valley: The High School Arts Show with a performance by the Select 
Chorus will be held Tuesday, June 1st from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the High 
School gym.  The Middle School Outdoor Pops Concert will be held at 7:00 
p.m. with an art show following immediately after.     

Yields 

Then in Spring’s new colors, 
God’s greens came in so many hues. 
I loved the sharp smells of wet earth so warm 
when I sank in my spade in the first time. 

Now locked in winter’s gray, cold slop, 
again I recall that lovely new crop, 
the tiny seeds carelessly sown; 
I chew the bitter harvest I have grown. 

  τtŀǘǊƛŎƪ 5Φ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 

June 3rd  Round & Square DanceτOwego 
  VFW Lodge 
June 9th  Board of Directors Meeting 
June 17th ArtWalk ArtTalk 
June 18th Duck Derby 
June 29th  Concert in the Park - Kirby Band plus 
  Fireworks  

Out and About with Art 
My latest journey to interview an artist was to the top 
of Stanton Hill Road in the Town of Nichols, and then 
down the road to the Stanton Hill Studios where I met 
Ben Hobbs, who makes original handcrafted furniture. 

First, he showed me the small buildings that house his 
workshop, sawmill, wood kiln, and shelters for the 
cattle, pigs, chickens, and turkeys that he and wife 
Laura raise for local markets. Ben's workshop has 
power machinery from saws to planers, and many 
hand tools such as wood mallets and chisels. He uses 
his tools to make stunning furniture. 

Here and there around the workshop and in his par-
ents' home on the property were a sideboard table 
that had an Asian influence, bed frames, wild coat 
racks that had many curved wooden shoots to support 
chapeaus and barn coats. Also seen was a CD rack, a 
walking stick, and two lamps with gorgeous marbled 
shades. He said Laura had learned to make marbled 
paper, and also marbled silk and other fabrics. 

Ben said his parents, Tom and Yvonne Hobbs, have 
lived on the property for about forty years. His father 
is a mechanical engineer who taught his son to make 
do with what you've got, and to make and do things 
himself. His mother is a sculptor and Ben said, “When I 
was growing up, there was always something creative 
going on.” He went to college at the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology in the School of American Crafts, 
and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts in 1995. 

Ben primarily makes wood furniture for the home us-
ing native hardwoods, with the exception of some im-
ported mahogany timber. Much of the native wood he 
gets from neighbors who might have a fallen tree or 
one in a problematical spot. His saw mill and dry kiln 
are handy for morphing raw wood into furniture. His 
style of furniture, Ben says, “is my own, but is influ-
enced by traditional styles from all over the world: 
Architectural Design, Gothic, Asian and others. It’s 
hard to describe, as it is so diverse. My work is mod-
ern, but goes well with traditional.  I try to create the 
heirlooms of tomorrow. I enjoy working with people to 
compliment my style with what they already have.” 

Ben Hobbs is a true artist and cabinet maker, and if 
you are considering a stunning new piece of furniture 
for your home, you might call him at 607-687-3459 for 
an appointment to see his work, or visit East Of the 
Sun, West of the Moon on Front Street in Owego 
where some of his creations are displayed. 

   —tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 5Φ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
       patroseo@verizon.net 

Every 3rd Sunday, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Ti-
oga Trails Café, 50 Lake St. Owego. On June 19th, the 
Evergreen band will appear, featuring young fiddlers 

Autumn Rose Lester and 
Ruby Williams backed up by 
Bill Gregg on guitar. The girls 
are exciting musicians, 
skilled beyond their years, 
specializing in Irish and New 
England tunes. Contra danc-
ing is done to a walking step 
and is easy to learn. No ex-

perience is necessary as all dances are taught and 
prompted. Partners are not required. Bring friends, 
family, or come by yourself and join us for fun dancing 
or great listening. General admission is $7; students 
and seniors (55+), $5; family maximum, $15. For infor-
mation call Stu (607) 687-4034 or April (607) 687-
7195. This project is made possible in part with public 
funds from the New York State Council on the Arts’ 
Decentralization Program administered locally by the 
Arts Council of the Southern Finger Lakes. 

Apalachin Public Library  

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., Preschool Story Hour 

June 21st, 12:30 p.m. - Mystery Reader Book Group 

June 27th, 7:00 p.m. - Books du Jour Book Group 

June 28th, 12:00 p.m. - Teas and Tales Book Group 

Coburn Free Library - Owego 

Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., Story Hour 

Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., Fiber Arts Club 

June 2nd & 16th, 7:00 p.m., Writer’s Club 

June 13th, 1:00 p.m., Monday Afternoon Book Club 

June 28th, 7:00 p.m., Big Girls/Little Girls Book Club 

June 28th, 7:00 p.m., Tuesday Night Kids’ Book Club 

Coburn Free Library Summer Programs 

June 29th, 10:00 a.m., Beau, the Clown 

Spencer Public Library 

June 27th, 7:30 p.m., Board Meeting 

Waverly Public Library 

Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m., Pre-K Story Hour  

Shop for antiques and collectibles on Sunday, June 5th 
and Sunday, June 19th at the Owego Elks on the corner 
of Front St. and Church St. (The Emporium is open the 
first and third Sundays of every month.) Come browse 
the wares of the many interesting dealers you’ll find at 
the Emporium. The floor opens to the public at 8:00 a.m. 
and remains open until 3:00 p.m.   

GOLD BENEFACTORS 
Dr. & Mrs. Delos Aumock Hyde Charitable Trust Tioga County Legislature 
Mr.  & Mrs. Walter Buckthal IBM Tioga Gardens 
Chemung Canal Trust Co. Mildred Faulkner Truman Foundation Town of Owego 
Cooper Foundation Tioga Co. Senior Citizens Foundation  Visions Federal Credit Union 
Assemblyman Gary D. Finch    

BENEFACTORS 
American Legion Post 401 
Bassett Youth Foundation  
John & Judith Baust 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Carter  

Donald & Patricia Gause 
Ward Jarvis  
Owego Elks Lodge #1039 
 

Towanda Printing Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Schweizer, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Watkins 

PATRONS 
Dr. & Mrs. D. Christian Aumock  
Frank & Meredith Bocek 
Ray & Linda Brisson 
Gary Bigsby & Nadine Shields 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Eschler 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Fisher  
William & Mary Gallow  
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Intrieri, Jr. 
Mr. Fred Jackson 

Susan & Arnold Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Misulich  
Dr. Karen OôBrien 
Suzanne Outman 
Mark & Karen Petzold 
L. Ronald Roff  
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Ronsvalle 
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Singleton  
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Tiemann  

Carol Van Epps  
Mr. & Mrs. John Whiting  
Joan Wise-Hostetter  
Mr. & Mrs. Orville Wright 
Cooper Financial Services 
Owego Agway  
Owego & Harford Railway, Inc. 
Owego Veterinary Hospital 
Scott Smith & Son 

SPONSORS 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Bean  
Carl & Wilma Betcher  
Arlene Catlin  
Geraldine Cheevers 
Dr. & Mrs. Randy Cooke 
Steve Cooper 
Gaetana & John Crosby 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Dougherty 
Mr. & Mrs. William Dove  
Peter A. & Nancy P. Ellis  
Bob & Joan Fisher  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Furman 
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Gray  
William R. Hall 
Kay S. Hartman  
Ruth Hartman  
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Hess  
Mary Joan Jenkins 
Norman & Ruth Kemerer 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Mack  
Mr. & Mrs. James Malia  
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Miller  

Bonnie Oakley 
Richard & Jeanne Pedro  
Carol A. Pierson  
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Pulford 
Marian Roueche 
Mrs. Jeanine Rounds 
Mr. & Mrs. John Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Swain 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Valentin  
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Weston 
Virginia Adri Young  

BUSINESSES 
Audio Classics Ltd. 
The Bon Bon Gallery  
Gethin Technologies  
Hand of Man/River Rose Café  
Home Central 
 

Johnôs Fine Foods 
Leonine Productions, LLC 
Lynnôs Barber Shop 
Mega Thoughts  
Owego Treadway Inn 
 

Taylor Garbage Service Inc.  
The Hair Color Cafe 
Tioga County Chamber of Commerce 
Tioga State Bank  
VFW Post 1371 

 

As part of TCCA’s Folk Arts Series of round & square 
dance events, Classic Country will appear Friday, June 
3rd from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Glenn A. War-
ner, VFW Post 1371, 207 Main Street in Owego. Country 

Connection comprises the 
following top-rank musi-
cians: Mel Heeman, lead 
guitar, vocalist and leader; 
Tim Shoemaker, drums; 
Dirk Marshall, bass; and 
Mark Carlton, guitar, fiddle. 

One dance remains in this 
year’s folk arts series, and 

you won’t want to miss it. On September 3rd at Rudin’s 
Olde Tyme Farm Days, Country Connection will appear 
with the ever-popular vocalist Alice Detrick. 

All dances are open to the public and a $5 donation for 
each event is requested. This series is made possible in 
part with funds from the Folk Arts Program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts (a state agency) and the 
Cooper Foundation. 


